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1919 by official pressure, by aeroplane demonstrations, by de-
portations to India.
The Cabinet cannot disclaim all responsibility. They receive
little more news than the public: they should have insisted on
more, and better. They have sent draft after draft of reinforce-
ments, without enquiry. When conditions became too bad to
endure longer, they decided to send out as High Commissioner
the original author of the present system, with a conciliatory
message to the Arabs that his heart and policy have completely
changed.1
Yet our published policy has not changed, and does not need
changing. It is that there has been a deplorable contrast between
our profession and our practice. We said we went to Meso-
potamia to defeat Turkey. We said we stayed to deliver the
Arabs from the oppression of the Turkish Government, and to
make available for the world its resources of corn and oil. We
spent nearly a million men and nearly a thousand million of money
to these ends. This year we are spending ninety-two thousand
men and fifty millions of money on the same objects,
Our government is worse than the old Turkish system. They
kept fourteen thousand local conscripts embodied, and killed a
yearly average of two hundred Arabs in maintaining peace. We
keep ninety thousand men, with aeroplanes, armoured cars, gun-
boats, and armoured trains. We have killed about ten thousand
Arabs in this rising this summer. We cannot hope to maintain
such an average: it is a poor country, sparsely peopled; but Abd
el Hamid would applaud his masters, if he saw us working. We
are told the object of the rising was political, we are not told what
the local people want. It may be what the Cabinet has promised
them. A Minister in the House of Lords said that we must have
so many troops because the local people will not enlist. On
Friday the Government announce the death of some local levies
defending their British officers, and say that the services of these
men have not yet been sufficiently recognised because they are
too few (adding the characteristic Bagdad touch that they are men
of bad character). There are seven thousand of them, just half
1 It had been decided that Sir Percy Cox was to return as High Commissioner the
following October to form a provisional Government of Arab notables.